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What are they? 

Students are encouraged to establish informal study groups with other students located in the same geographical region and are assisted in this by programme staff. Study groups are important for most students studying at a distance as they provide a valuable opportunity for discussion and debate on course topics and materials, assignments, examinations etc. Some students prefer to study on their own and that is fine too. 

Some student groups may meet on a regular basis (every two weeks). Other groups may decide it is more convenient to liaise by phone and meet up occasionally. It can take a student at least the first six months to settle into a study routine and students may find that it can take the first year to see if studying in a group is helpful to them. 
Alternatively, students might find at a later stage they wish to join a group and can be assisted in this by the staff of the Centre for Distance Learning. The Centre for Distance Learning would offer to facilitate study group formation at the start of each semester on the programme.
Why join a Study Group?

They are a great source of encouragement and moral support. The importance of being part of a group has been highlighted by many past graduates as being an important factor in ensuring successful completion of the programme.
What do they discuss?

Students might discuss course topics or subject material. Discussing course material is a great way to investigate your own comprehension and learn from other students’ experiences. 
Study groups are a good way to prepare for assignments and examinations. While the individual students themselves complete each submission, it is important to discuss other perspectives and approaches. In revising for exams, it is often a good incentive to study with others. Again, discussing examination material and sharing the exam anxiety can hugely aid revision!

Study groups can work particularly well when they are task-oriented. It can be helpful to agree in advance the purpose of the study group session; is there a particular assignment to discuss or a particular set of topics to discuss. Otherwise, there is a danger that you might end up going for a cup of coffee! 

When do they meet?

Each study group works in a different way. Some groups meet every fortnight in a student’s home or workplace. Other students may meet once a month or just coming up to the exams or assignments. Students are able to avail of the Break-out Rooms in the Quinn School of Business (Belfield) and the Smurfit School of Business (Blackrock). 
Additionally, students have the opportunity to book groups rooms in the James Joyce Library (Belfield). If you wish to book these rooms, you can contact 716 7526. Information on these rooms is available from the following link; 

http://www.ucd.ie/library/about/branch_libraries/jjl_library/level2_information_desk.htm (external link)
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